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his enemies to foster suspicions which rushed him
to the guillotine shortly before the collapse of
Robespierre. Beauharnais was an idealist. From
him Napoleon III inherited those liberal and
humanitarian instincts which, though forming the
better side of his nature, unfitted him for what
he believed to be his destiny ; born with the name
of Bonap'arte, and daring to assume the role of
a Bonaparte, he had in him too much of the
Beauharnais to succeed. Napoleon III was
supremely sensitive-to the end of his life he
could not bear to witness suffering, and shrank
from harsh measures ; the conflict between this
Beauharnais trait and the innate ambition of the
Bonaparte led him, at moments of crisis, to falter
- and so to fail - when the ruthlessness of his uncle
would have won the day. There was another
source of weakness too - the sensuality inherited
from Hortense and her mother Josephine, to which
he gave undiscriminating indulgence throughout
his career.

At the time of his birth it seemed that he might
well be called upon to succeed Napoleon, who
had designated his brothers Joseph and Louis and
their issue as heirs in default of children of his
own. Joseph had no issue ; Louis's first-born was
already dead; so there was but one life - and
that a sickly one - between young Louis Napoleon
and the succession. But the Emperor's marriage